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Tu E Fair and Impartial Enqury into 
the Riſe, Propagation, Doctrine, Diſcipline, 
Practice, and Ceremonies, of the Church of 
Rome, having been well received; and it 
being the opinion of ſeveral pious and judi- 
cious perſons, that a ſhort Catechiſm, con- 
_ taining a Summary of Goſpel-Dottrine, and 
Diſplay of the Errors of Popery, will be of 
uſe to the riſing generation, and is parti- 
_ cularly neceſſary, at this alarming criſis, 
| the author has been perſuaded to preſent 

the ow with an abridgment of his larger 
work. be | 


into a ſmall compaſs, that it may he the 
eaſier remembered, and the reduced price 
bring it within the reach of the poor. 
But as the narrow limits to which he hath 
confined himſelf, have obliged him to pals 
haſtily over every part of the ſubject, he 
hopes his readers will excuſe the many 
faults which appear in this performance ; 
and he thinks it a piece of juſtice which 
he hath a right to demand of his readers, 
that no perſon will condemn the ſentiments 
advanced in this little piece, without peru- 
ing the larger volume. 


Ain: . The 


He has endeavoured to bring the ſubjett 


E. 


The reaſons of the Proteſtant Religion, 
are at all times neceſſary to be impreſſed on 
the minds of youth in a Proteſtant country; 


and as the method which the Papiſts are at 


this time diligently purſuing, is to propagate 
their ſuperſtition, by educating the children 
of Proteſtants, and inſpiring young minds 
with favorable opinions of Popery, ſurely 
the Proteſtants ſhould not be idle, while the 
enemy 1s ſowing his tares in the hearts of 
the riſmg generation. 

To prevent ſo dreadful an evil, and in 
ſome meaſure to counter-att the deſtructive 
deſigns of the Papiſts, is the intention of 
chis Catechiſm. May the Eternal God 
bleſs this and every attempt to preſerve 
mankind from the errors of Rome; and 
children's children be taught to know 
the truth, and be preſerved from the fatal 
conſequences of idolatry and ſuperſtition ! 
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1 
The Grounds of the Proteflant Religion. 


ueſt. HAT religion do you apprehend to be 
£ f W the or, pure, EE and con- 
ſonant with the Holy Scriptures ? 

Anſw, The Proteſtant Religion. | 

Q. Why is it called the Proteſtant Religion ? 

A. It. is called the Proteſtant Religion, on ac- 

count of a exROTEST Which was entered againſt the 
errors of Popery by an aſſembly of divines from 
various nations, who had long groaned under the 
oppreſſive yoke of Rome; a princes who. 
Joined with thoſe divines in carrying on the Re- 
formation. 

N. Is the Popiſh Religion older than the Pros 
teſtant ? | | 
A. The Proteſtant Religion is more ancient than 
the Popiſh, though the name of Proteſtant was not 
known till the 6 

0. How old is the Proteſtant Religion ? , 

A. The Proteſtant religion is derived from Jeſus 
Chriſt, and its various doQrines were taught by 
him and his apoſtles, and are contained in the New 
Teſtament, 
| Q. And 
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g. And how old is the Popiſh Religion ? 

A. The various doctrines of the Goſpel, as held 
by the Proteſtants, were continued uncorrupted in 
the Church, for the firſt three hundred years after 
Chriſt. During that period, the Chriſtians ſuffered 
ten great perſecutions from the Pagan emperors ; but 
the emperor Conſtantine being converted to Chriſ- 
tianity, and the riches of the world flowing into 
the Church, falſe teachers, falſe doctrines, and un- 
chriſtian ceremonies, began to creep in, and were 
continually increaſing for about a thouſand years, 
till the various errors of Popery had overſpread the 
world, and almoſt extinguiſhed the light of the 


Goſpel. 


O. What are the errors of Popery ? 
A, In about ſix hundred years after Chriſt, the 


Biſhop of Rome aſſumed the ſupremacy over all the 


Biſhops in the world; and, ſome time afterwards, 
this ſupremacy was claimed as a divine right, pre- 
tended to be given by Chriſt to St. Peter, and from 
him deſcending to the Pope; and in about ſeven 
hundred and fifty years after Chriſt, the Biſhop 
of Rome aſſumed a temporal kingdom: and from 
theſe unjuſt and cruel uſurpations proceeded idolatry, 


ſuperſtition, and falſe worſhip in various forms, 
. Which was enforced by the moſt horrid cruelty 
ad and perſecution, | 


Q. And by what means were the Proteſtants de- 
livered from the tyranny of Rome ? 

A. The yoke of Rome was grown ſo intolerable 
that the world was not able to bear it; her impoſi- 
tions ſo barefaced, that they could. not be borne; 


when a bold man, Martin Luther, about the year 


1520, openly oppoſed the Popiſh ſuperſtition. He 
was ſoon jobied * ſeveral divines; and Divine 
Providence, by their means, brought on the Refor- 


mation; from which time the Reformed Churches 


were called Proteſtants, ee 
; ; SECTION 
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SECTION II. 
Of the Supreme Head of the Church. 


L. HO is the head of the Church of 
| Chriſt ? | | 

A. Chriſt holds this high office himſelf: for it: is 
expreſly declared in Scripture, that Chrift is the 
head of the Church, Eph, v. 23. 

Q. Hath Chriſt appointed any perſon to be hea d 
of the Church in his ſtead ? ; 

A. No: he himſelf is King and Lawgiver in his 
Church; and his apoſtles were no more than ſer- 
vants: for it is declared in Scripture, that one is our 
Mater, even Chriſt, Matt. xxiii. 10. And it is ap- 
pointed, that in all things he fhall have the pre · emi- 
nence, Col. i. 18. | 
2e. Hath Chriſt himſelf appointed the ordinances 

of his Church? : 

A. The ordinances which are to be obſerved in 
the Church, are of Chriſt's own inſtitution : the 
are enforced by his command, and honored wit 
his example; and every innovation is an im- 
pious and daring oppoſition te, and contempt of, his 

ority, 
D. And who is the head of the Church of 

Rome ? 

A. The Pope. | 

Q. Who gave him that authority ? 

A, He claims that authority as the ſucceſſor of 
St, Peter, who, it is pretended, received it from 
Chriſt ; and ſettling in the See of Rome, left it to- 
his ſucceſſors, | 

N. And is it true, that Chriſt gave any ſuch com- 
miſſion to St, Peter ? | 
I. It cannot be proved from Scripture, that St. 

Peter claimed any fuch ſupremacy ; or that the 
other apoſtles aſcribed it to him: on the contrary, 
an 


10 A PROrzsTAN T CarEzcHISu. 


in all humility, he ſtiles himſelf, Peter, a ſervant 
anti an apoſtle of Feſus Chriſt, 2 Pet. i. 1. 

2. Do the Popes, who pretend to be ſucceſſors. 
of this holy apoſtle, imitate him in humility and 
meæekneſs ? : 

A. The ſtle Peter, when he cured the 
ame man Bs could ſay, Silver and gold 
have I none but the Popes have made it their aim 
20 amaſs the riches of the world; and, full of abo- 
minable pride and ſelf*fufficiency, they have ſet 
themſelves in the p of God; they have aſſum 
a temporal kingdom ; have arrogated to themſelves 
the moſt blaſphemous titles, and preſumed to diſ- 
Poſe of the kingdoms of the wand. to whom they 
"erm pp they have demanded worſhip from man- 

ind; and whenever they appeared in public, mul- 
titudes have fallen down adored them.. 

. Was the apoſtle Peter ever at Rome ? 

. A, There:is no account in Scripture, that he ever 
was at Rome; though ſeveral places to which he 
travelled are expreſsly mentioned; but there is a 
tradition, that wh was Biſhop of Rome; and on 
that the Papiſts found the authority of their Popes. 

If it was admitted; that the apoſtle Peter was 
Bi of Rome, and had wonvel the ſupremacy 
of the Church from Chriſt ; does it follow, that this 
2 would neceſſarily de vol ve to his ſucceſ- 
ors 

A. There is no account in Scripture, of any ſuch 
ſupremacy being given to St. Peter, nor one word 
about his — 4 it is only an impious and ar- 
bitrary uſurpation, founded on principles of the 
moſt deteltable tyranny and abominable pride. 

Q. Hath the ſucceſſion of the Popes been regular- 
ly continued from St. Peter ? 

A. It is evident from hiſtory, that the ſucceſhon 
hath been broken almoſt thirty times: and there 
have often been two or three Popes * = 

| veral 
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Teveral years; particularly, it is related in hiſtory, 
that for about fifty years there was one Pope at 
Rome, and another in France, 

Q. Have theſe boaſted ſucceſſors of St. Peter al- 
ways been men of virtuous lives, and in any degree 
worthy the high dignity they have aſſumed ? 

A. Out bf > wh. three hundred Popes, it would 
be very hard if there had not been one virtuous 
man; but the general character of theſe ſovereign 
pontiffs hath been ſuch as hath been no honor to 
their religion, nor evidence of that nolixxss, 
the name of which they have aſſumed, So far 
from that, it is well known, that great numbers 
of the Popes have been men of the moſt aban- 
doned ind profligate lives, who for lewdneſs and 
debauchery, pride and rinſolence, tyranny and 
cruelty, and every horrid vice, have been a diſ- 
grace to human nature, and . a burden to the 
world, 

05 What are the inſtances of the Popes inſolence- 
and pride? . 
A. He impiouſty ſets himſelf in the place of God, 
he preſumes to alter the inſtitutions of Chriſt, and 
dares to diſpenſe with what God has commanded, 

and allow what he has forbidden; indeed eve 
mark and character, which is aſcribed to antichril 
in ſcripture, is manifeſt in the Pope of Rome. 


S EC TI ON HI. 


Of the Infallible Rule of Faith and Practice in the 
5 Church of Rome. 


0. I there any unerring, infallible rule to teach 
IL uus what we ought to believe and practice? 
A. Yes, there is: and while Chriſtians ſquare 
their conduct by that rule, they cannot err, 
Q. What is that rule? 


A. The 


— 


- 
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A. The Holy Scriptures. ; 

O- Is every thing neceflary to ſalvation contained 
in the Holy Scriptures? 1 

A. Yes: for All ſcripture ũũ given by infpiration bf 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs ; that the 
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed to all 
good works. 2 Tim. iii. 6. 

Q. Are the 2 eaſy to be underſtood ? _ 

A. Yes: thoſe things which are neceſſary to ſal - 
vation, are adapted to the capacity of a child, St, 
Paul tells Timothy, From a child thou haſt known 
the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee wiſe 
unto ſalvation, 2 Tim. iii. 15. | Nj 

Q. What is the rule of faith and practicę in 
the. Church of Rome? 

A. The decrees of their Councils, and the com- 
mands of the Pope. — 

2. And what reſpect do they ſhew the Holy 
Scriptures ? | 

A. They repreſent the Scriptures, as dark, doubt- 
ful, and myſterious, more likely to do harm than 
good; for they certainly look upon them as dan- 
porous to their religion, if they were generally pe- 
ruſed, | 

2. Do they permit the unlearned to peruſe 
them ? | 

A. The reading of the Scriptures is prohibited to 

the common people, by which the rich treaſure of 
the goſpel is Lebe out of their hands, and they are 
abſolutely in the power of the prieſts, who may 
teach whatever they pleaſe; and thence take the 
opportunity to advance every article of their abo- 
minable ſuperſtition. 

Q.. And when the Scriptures are taken away, 
what do the Romifh prieſts ſubſtitute in their ſtead ? 
A. A number of ſtrange, ridiculous, heatheniſh 
ceremonies ; various forts of Pagan ſuperſtitions : 

and a multitude of idle, incredible tales, which 
are 
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are an inſult on common ſenſe; according to the 
prediction of the apoſtle Paul, who tells us, that 
the coming of antichriſt would be after the working 
of Satan, with all power and figns, and lying won- 

ers, and with deceivableneſs of unrighteou neſs, 
2 Theſſ. ii. 9, 10. N 

Q. And on what foundation does the Church of 
Rome introduce theſe abominations ? 

A. On the foundation of infallibility and tradi- 
tion, e . | 

Q. Does the Church of Rome pretend to infalli- 
bility ? N 

A. Yes: and on that claim preſumes to impoſe 
whatever ſhe pleaſes on the belief of mankind, 

Q. And where is that infallibility to be found? 

A. The Papiſts themſelves are divided and un- 
certain about it. Some aſſert, it is veſted in the 
Pope; others conclude, that the determinations of 
their Councils are infallible: others ſuppoſe, that 
the Pope and Councils both put together are infal- 
lible : but the real matter of fact is, there is no in- 
fallibility amongſt them; and, therefore, it is no 
wonder, that they do not know where to find it, - 

. What is tradition, which the Church of 
Rome preſumes to impoſe on mankind, when ſhe 
has taken the Scriptures from them ? 

A. They tell us, that the apoſtles delivered ſome 
things to the Chriſtians in converſation, which 
were neceſſary to be believed, and deſigned to be 
continued in the Church, though not committed to 
writing; which being continued from one age to 
another, are of equal authority with the written 
word. 

2 And can it be proved, that this was the caſe, 
and that thoſe traditions are faithfully preſerved in 
the Church ? 

A. Tradition alone is not to be depended on in any 
one inſtance; for nothing is more uncertain and 
liable to change, While we adhere to the written 
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word, we have ſure footing : but when we depart 
from that, and build on tradition, we reſt on a 
rotten foundation, It was by tradition, that the 
Phariſees of old corrupted and made void the law 


If God, Mat. xv. 6. and it is by tradition, that the 


-hurch of Rome corrupts the goſpel of Chriſt, 
22/6210 x w. 


Of Juſt fication, 


0. ON what grounds does the fincere humble 
Chriſtian hope for divine acceptance? 
A. On account of the ever adorable worthineſs 

and infinite merit of the great Redeemer. | 
0. Hath the ſincere Chriſtian no righteouſneſs 

of his own on which he depends for acceptance? 
A. It is the defire of every real Chriſt 


ian to be 


found in obedience to the law of God: he deſires 
to abound in all the fruits of righteouſneſs, and be 
fruitful in every good work, At the ſame time he 


abhors the thought of depending on theſe works, as 


the grounds of his juſtification; for he acknow- 


ledges his beſt deeds to be imperfeR and vain, and 
places his dependence on a better righteouſneſs. 
O. What is the righteouſneſs which the ſincere 


. Chriſtian depends upon for his juſtification in the 
od? 


ſight of G | 

A. He dares not preſume to ſtand before the 
throne of eternal juſtice and purity depending on 
his own imperfect righteouſneſs ; for he knows it 
is expreſly declared in the word .of God, that by 
the deeds of the law there fhall no fleſh be juſtified. Rom. 
ili, 20. Therefore, in the article of divine accept- 
ance, he depends on the righteouſneſs of Chriſt. 
2. And on what grounds does the Church of 
Rome teach her members to expect to be juſtified ? 


A, The 
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4, The Church of Rome teaches her members to 
believe, that their own good works merit ſalvation, 
not only on account of the divine acceptance, but 
alſo by reaſon of the work itſelf ; which is the moſt 
borrid impudence, and abominable pride, that 
ean be aſſumed by a fallen creature. 

Q. And dare the Papiſts appear before God, and 
demand ſalvation as their due ? 5 | | 

A. They not only pretend to merit ſalvation for 
themſelves; but ſome, they aflert, have good works 
to ſpare to thoſe who have none. 

2 And how are the ſuperfluous good works diſ- 
poſed of? 

A. They pretend to leave them to the Church, 
who, with this ſtock, ſets up the ſcandalous trade 
of indulgences; which is the greateſt impudence, 
folly, and wickeUneſs, that ever entered into the 
heart of man, 


S;:E CTION Tor. 
Of the Idolatry of the Church of Rome. 
* HO is the object of religious worſhip ? 
„ Wo p 


. God himſelf, and he only, 
Q. In what manner is he to be worſhipped? 


A. God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip him, muſt 
worſhip him in ry and in truth, John iv. 24, 
Q. Is it abſolutely unlawful to worſhip any 


creature; or to worſhip God under the ſimilitude 
of any created being ? 

A. Both of theſe are expreſsly forbidden; and 
are the greateſt abominations which can be com- 
mitted, Amidſt the thunders of heayen, thus ſpake 
the eternal God himſelf, Exod. xx. 4. Thou ſhalt 
not make unto thee any graven image, nor any likeneſs 
of any thing that is in 1 2 above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 

| B 2 Thou 
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Thou fhalt not bow down thyſelf to them, nor worſhip 
them: for 1 the Lord thy God am a jealous God. 
Q. What is Idolatry? | 
A. Idolatry conſiſts in tranſgreſſing the above 
command ; in worſhipping a creature, either as the 


| ſupreme God, or as a ſubordinate mediator, who 


is invoked with a deſire to procure his intereſt and 
interceſſion; and alſo in worſhipping the true 
God under any corporeal reſemblance, 

Q. Is the Church of Rome guilty of Idolatry in 


. her eſtabliſhed worſhip ? 


Cc 


of the Virgin yy 


A. She is guilty of Idolatry 2 roſs and 
* with that of the moſt unenlightened Heathens. 


In what does the Idolatry of che Church of 
Rome conſiſt ? 

A. They have various branches of Idolatry in 
their content worſhip/ firſt, their idolatrous wor- 
ſhip of the hoſt, which is worſhipped as the ſu- 
preme God, Secondly, their idolatrous worſhip 

. Thirdly, their idolatrous vene- 
ration of angels and departed ſaints. And, fourthly, 
their idolatrous worſhip of images and pictures, 
ſo expreſsly contrary to the ſecond commandment, 
that a frequently omit that command. in their 
— manuals, and books of devotion. 

Q. What is the hoſt which is worſhipped by 
the Papiſts ? \ | | 

A. The Hoſt is an impious and idolatrous pro- 
fanation of the Lord's ſupper, in which they firſt 
pretend to make a God, and then fall down and 
worſhip it. | | 

= do they make their God ? 

A. They teach (and wo be to him that does not 
believe I) that the bread and wine in the ſacrament 
of the Lord's ſupper, are, by the conſecration of the 
prieſt, changed into the real body and blood, bones 
and nerves, ſoul and divinity, of the Lord Jeſus 


- Chiiſt, 


O. And how do they pretend to prove this? 
2 * Fn | A. The 
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A. The only argument they have, is taken from 
Chriſt's own words, when in the inſtitution of this 
ordinance, he, delivering the bread to his diſciples, . 
ſaid, Take, eat, this is my body. | 

Q. And what is the meaning of theſe words ? 

A, They are to be underſtood in a figurative 
ſenſe, and mean no more than that this bread is to 
be eaten as the emblem or repreſentation of the 
body of Chriſt. To explain them in a literal ſenſe, 
is abſurd and impoſſible, and an inſult on the un- 
derſtanding and common ſenſe of mankind; for 
every one Who will believe his on eyes may ſee, 
that after the conſecration, the bread in every 
reſpe& remains bread ſtill, and it is a groſs impo- 
ſition, and moſt palpable cheat, to aſſert it is 
changed into the body of Chriſt. 

Q. Are not all things poſſible with God? _ 

A. Certainly : all things are poſſible with God, 
which are not contrary to his eſſential perfections, 
and do not imply a contradiction. 

Q. Why then cannot this notion of the Papiſts 
be true? - 
A. Becauſe it is contrary to the ſtated rules of 
divine condutt when ever the Lord has been 

leaſed to produce miraculous events. When God 
is pleaſed to work miracles he. does not require us 
to believe abſurdities and impoſſibilities, but 
would have mankind ſee with their own eyes 
and judge for themſelves, If Chriſt, at the marriage 
in Cana, had inſiſted on the company's believe 
ing that the water was changed to wine, when 
in every reſpect it appeared to be water; or, at 
the grave of Lazarus, had he inſiſted that the man 
was alive, when in every reſpe& he appeared 
to be really dead, he would have acted like 
the Popiſh prieſts: but the water was appa- 
rently as well as really changed into wine in the 
one caſe, and Lazarus was as truly. and manifeſtly 
alive in the other: ſo that we may conclude, that 
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the tranſubſtantiation of the Papiſts, is a notorious 
and palpable cheat, deſigned to anſwer the moſt 
abominable ends, - rs | 

Q. And how do the Papiſts worſhip this God of 
theirs ? | — 
A. When they have fallen down and worſhipped 
it immediately after conſecration, they preſent it 
on the altar, as a ſacrifice to the eternal Father for 
the living and the dead. This, with a great num- 
ber of kneelings, kiſſings, croſſings, and other 
geſtures, with a parcel of abominable invocations 
of depa: ted ſaints, and ridiculous prayers for the 
dead, they call the maſs; and this is their conſtant 
worſhip at the times of public prayer. Theſe 
maſſes they ſay or ſing on almoſt every occaſion, 
and a vaſt revenue they bring to the church, and 
fill the pockets of many a lazy prieſt, And in 
the Popifh countries, they carry the hoſt in pro- 
ceſſion with the utmoſt grandeur and magnificence 
about the ſtreets; and incenſe is burnt before it, 
while every one is obliged to kneel down and 
worſhip it. 

Q. Is not the ſacrifice of Chriſt a ſufficient atone- 
ment for ſin without any other ſacrifice ? 

A. The ſacrifice of Chriſt is abundantly ſuffici- 
ent, All the ſacri ſios under the law were deſigned 
to lead to the great facrifice of Chriſt, who, through 


the eternal Spirit, offered himſelf without ſpot unto God, 


Heb. ix. 14. And by one offering for ever perfected 
them that are ſanfified, x. 14: ſo that the maſs of 
the Church of Rome is an impious and idolatrous 
inſult on the ſacrifice of Chriſt. 

0. What kind of worſhip do they pay to the 
Virgin Mary ? 

A. She is worſhi in the Popiſh countries 
with the utmoſt grandeur and magnificence; the 
greateſt ſhew of devotion, the utmoſt zeal, and the 
appearance of the warmeſt affection. 


2. Do 


A PROTESTANT CATECHISN, 19 


2. 1 they aſeribe ſupreme honors to the Virgin 
M 4 | 
4. They do not pretend to this: but their pray- 
ers and praiſes run in ſo high a ſtrain; and ſhe 
is worſhipped with ſuch eagerneſs, that the praiſes 
addreſſed to the great Jehovah, and thoſe to the 
Redeemer of mankind, are cold and flat, in com pa- 
riſon with the warm and fervent addreſſes which 
are paid to this great goddeſs af the Papiſts. 
Q. In what manner do the Papiſts worſhip the 
Virgin Mary ? | | 
A. She is frequently ſtiled the mother. of Gad, 
and ſometimes, the empreſs of the ſkies; ſhe has 
images in moſt of their churches; and in ſome 
places ſhe has chapels dedicated to her, where her 
1mage is dreſſed in the richeſt manner, and adorned 
with gold, and precious ſtones, and pearls - the 
hath a prayer book made for her worſhip, in which 
there are ten prayers addreſſed to the Virgin Mary 
for one to God. 


DDD 
Tze 1dolatry of the Church of Rome, continued. 


Nos the Church of Rome worſhip angels? 
8 D A. Yes: there are in her worlhis — 
prayers to the angels and archangels. 

L. Is this practice lawful ? & 
A. Chriſt's own words are, Thou ſhalt worſhip the 
Lord thy God, and him only 1721 thou ſerve, Luke 
iv. 8. And when the apoſtle youn attempted to 
worſhip the angel, who had ſhewn him wonder- 
ful things, the heavenly meſſenger would not re- 
eeive-it, but commanded him to worfhip God, Rev. 
XXi1, . A 
Q. And does the Church of Rome worſhip de- 
varted ſaints ? | 
A. The 


| 
| 
| 
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A. The Church of Rome ſeems to have bor- 
rowed her das ex ſyſtem from the Pagan idolatry; 
and, accordingly, ſhe has ſaints and ſainteſſes, who 
anſwer to the gods and goddeſſes in the heathen 
world: and in number the Church of Rome per- 


haps may exceed them, 


- 0. And what kind of worſhip does ſhe pay to 
theſe ſaints? - Py 
A. According to the cuſtom of the idolatrous 
Heathens, the Church of Rome dedicates temples 
to her ſaints, and ſets up their images in them': ſhe 
addreſſes prayers to them for thoſe bleſſings which 
. God can give: ſhe mixes theſe adorations 
and prayers with the public worſhip of God: and 
on all occaſions ſhews the utmoſt fervency of de- 
votion to her ſaints and ſainteſſes. 1 4 
Q. And do the Papiſts worſhip the images and 
pictures of their ſaints ? 5 
A. The ſaints in the Roman calendar are ſo nu- 
merous, that their images are found jn almoſt every 
church, Theſe images are worſhipped With all the 


apparent earneſtneſs of devotion ; they kneel down, 


and ſometimes fall proſtrate before theſe images and 

ictures; and preſent their prayers and praiſes, 
—— in ſuch a manner, as though they ad- 
dreſſed the image or picture itſelf, See Enquiry, 
&c. page 144. | 19 oF: 
- 0. Do the Papiſts aſcribe divine honors to their 


* 


ſaints ? 1 


A. They pretend only to worſhip them and pray 
unto them, in order to obtain their interceſſion; 
but this is not always the caſe: for very often, in 
their ardent devotion with which they addreſs the 
images of their ſaints, they ſeem to have forgot 
their Creator: and this is no wonder if we con- 
ſider the tendency of idolatry to debaſe and ſink 


the mind. 


Qi. And 


A PRO T ESTA NT CATECHISM, 21 


0. And do they worſhip the images of their 
ſaints, with expeCtation of receiving any teal bene- 
fit from them ? 

A. There is very great encouragement given in 
the Church of Rome to this fort of 7 and 
very great advantage expected from it: for, by ſay- 
ing a number of prayers before theſe images, Which 
are conſecrated and ſprinkled with oy water, they 
imagine they merit a en of their ſins. 

. What are the Papiſts images made of, and 
where are they erefted > | 

A. The Papiſts have images of various ſorts; 
they are made, like the images of the Heathens, of 
gold, ſilver, braſs, iron, wood, and ſtone, They 
- are ſet up in their churches, at the corner of ſtreets, 
and in the highways; they are made of different 

ſizes, they are daily addreſſed in ſupplications, and 
the mo enen 1 carried about in 

proceſſtons with the ut fplendor and magni- 
licence; and, on all occaſions, treated with the 
moſt ſuperſtitious and idolatrous regard. 


s E C'T I O N *VIL 
Of Superſtition, 
0. WIr is Superſtition ? 


A. Superſtition conſiſts in introducing 
into the worſhip of God, thoſe things which he 
hath not commanded ; and viewing, with religious 
regard, thoſe things in which there is no religion 
at all. | 4 

Q. Is it lawful to introduce rites and ceremonies 
into divine worſhip, which God ' hath not com- 
manded? * 
A. Such a practice is an impious and daring in- 
ſult on the authority of Chrilf who is King and 
Lawgiver in his church; and it belongs to him, and 
him 
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him only, to ordain the rites and orders hieb 
are to be obſerved in his worſhip. 

0. Is there any inſtance in Scripture, of divine 

yengeance purſuing thoſe who dared to alter the 
form of worſhip which God. had appointed ? 
A. There is a remarkable and dreadful inſtance 
of this, in the caſe of two young prieſts, the ſons. 
of Aaron, who were {truck dead by lightening, for: 
preſuming to offer incenſe before the Lord, in a 
manner contrary to the appointed farm, Lev. x, 

0. What are the different branches of the Popiſn 
fuperſtition ? 


A. The branches of 2 ſuperſtition are: 


ſo many and various, that to relate them all would 
fill up a volume; but in general they are ſuch as 
theſe; Their ſuperſtitious veneration for croſſes, 
crucifixes, beads, and other religious trumpery ; 
their ſuperſtitious veneration for the relics of their 
ſaints; their ſuperſtitious pretence of making atone- 
ment for ſin by penance, and dependence on rr 
abſolution; their form of auricular eonfeſſion; 
their doctrine of purgatory, and prayers for the 


dead; their eee prohibit the marriage of 


the clergy, and to conſtitute religious orders of fin- 
gle perſons, without any example or command in 


'the word of God. 


Q. What uſe do the Papiſls make of their croſſes, 
crucihxes, beads, &c.? . 

A. A ſuperſtitious veneration for the material 
croſs is the conſtant difgrace of the Romith worſhip. 
Croſſes and crucifixes are in almoſt every houſe ; 
and theſe are worſhipped with religious ſolemnity.. 
It is. very frequent with the tbr veer to wear a croſs 
in their, boſoms; and, as the Popiſh religion con- 


fiſts in ſaying a great number of prayers, the ſtrings. + 
of beads are contrived to aſſiſt the devout in count- 
ing them. 0 | 

0. And what are the relics. ſo much in eſteem 


4. Theſe 


amongſt the Papiſts ? 
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A. Theſe relics are the bones of the ſaints; part 
of their ſculls, or ſome of their teeth, remnants 
of their clothes, or any thing which belonged to 
them. 3 | 

2. And what uſe do they make of ſuch things 
as theſe ? | 
A. They keep them in their churches, and aſcribe 
a wonderful power of working miracles and heal- 
ing diſeaſes to them; and it is very common for 
the Papiſts to take long journeys, which they call 
pilgrimages, to viſit the tombs of their ſaints, and 
pay their reſpects to their relics : fo that the de vo- 
tion of the Church of Rome is turned from the 
great Creator, and purſues dry bones, rotten teeth, 
and old rags. Such is the ſtupidity of her idolatry, 
and blindneſs of her ſuperſtition. we 


r 
Of Confeſſion, Prieftly Abſolution, and Penance. 


2. & it the duty of Chriſtians to confeſs their 
ſins ? | N : 

A. Yes: for we are informed in God's word, 

that he that covereth his fins ſhall not proſper ; but 

whoſo confefſeth and forfaketh them, ſhall have mercy, 

Prov. xxviii. 13. | IAN 

: D. And to whom is it our duty to confeſs our 

ſins P 57 

A. We are not commanded to confeſs our ſins to 

any but God. 

"Joan to whom do the Papiſts confeſs their 

fins | | * 

A. To the prieſt; and he pretends to have the 
wer to abſolve or pardon them. 29 
Q. Axe all the Papiſts obliged to confeſs to their 

prieſt ? 


— 


4. Tea; 
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A. Ves: on pain of excommunication, every 
ſon muſt confeſs once a year at leaſt. 
2. And do they depend on the abſolution he 
gives them? | ; 1 KR 
A. They ſuppoſe it the ſame as though it was pro- 


nounced by God himſelf. 
Li. Do the Popilh, prieſts abſolve them gratis, or 


do they expect a reward? 8 
A. They make a gainful trade of the pardon of 
ſins, and by this means acquire great riches. f 
Q. 15 what means do the Popiſh prieſts extort 
money from the people, when they abſolve them ? 
A. By demanding ſatis faction and enjoining pe- 
Nance, Ty | 
ö £ What is penance ? | 
A. Commanding ſomething to be done, or ſome- 
thing to be = by the perſons who have confeſſed 
their ſins, This penance is greater or leſs; accord- 
ing to the nature of the crimes confeſſed, and the 


circumſtances of the perſon who confeſſes, various 


kinds of penances and puniſhments are enjoined, 
and the abſolution is void, if the penance is not 
performed.  _ 3 
Q. Is not this the way not only to cheat people 
out of their money, but alſo out of their ſouls? 
A. It is the blood of Chriſt, and not the abſolu- 


tion of the prieſt, which frees the ſoul from the 


guilt of fin; and whoever is ſo unhappy as to go 
out of the world without an intereſt in that pre- 
cious blood, which cleanſeth from all fin, 1 e 1. 7. 
though he may have . the abſolution of 
the prieſt, and all the ſoul-ſaving treaſure which 
Rome can give, will find out the cheat when 
it is too late; and be convinced by woeful expe- 
rience, that te hope of the wicked fhall be as the giving 
up of the ghoſt, Job xi, 20, $A 


— 
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S E C T ION IX. 


of Purgatory | and the feven pretended Sacraments 4 
4 in the Church of Rome. | 


Q. HAT is the ſtate of the dead who die in 
the Lord, and have an intereſt in Chriſt? 
A. They go directly to a ſtate of happineſs, Chriſt 
| ſaid to the thief on the croſs, To-day ſhalt thou be 
with me in paradiſe, Luke xxiii. 43. And it was de- 
clared by a voice from heaven, Bleſſed are the dead 
which die in the Lord, becauſe from henceforth they 
reft from their labours, Rev. xiv. 13. | 
C. And what is the ſituation of the dead who die 
ina ſtate of ſalvation in the account of the Papiſts 7 
A. They go to purgatory. 
Q. Where is purgatory, and what kind of place 
is it 5 
A. The Papiſts in general believe, that it is in the 
bowels of the earth, that there are different apart- 
ments for perſons of different ranks, that it is a 
place of the moſt exquiſite torment, and it, fire 
equal to that of hell, g 
Q. To what end do they apprehend the ſouls of 
the dead are ſent there? | | mr 
A. That they may be purified by fire, and made 
fit for the kingdom of heaven. 1.96 
Q. And how long do they ſuppoſe the ſouls of the 
dead remain there ? | 
A. Till their friends on earth have made ſatis- 
faction. . | . 74 — 
. And how is that ſatisfaction to be made ? 
A. By paying the prieſts for ſaying maſſes for 
their relief. 5 1 + 3, 
It is eaſy to ve, that purgatory es , 
a Gaafel trade for The Popiſh peil ; but hoẽwW 
many maſſes are ſuppoſed ſufficient to pray a ſoul 


out of purgatory ? 
| a C A. Some 
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A. Some rich people have paid for an hundred 
thouſand maſſes on fugh an account; and it de- 
nds entirely on the prieſt to aſcertain the num- 
that will be ſufficient, By this means they ex- 
tort vaſt ſums from thoſe who are able to pay. The 
poor may get out as well as they can. | 
- Is not the doctrine of purgatory an invention 
of the Popiſh prieſts to get money ? x | 
A. This ſeems to be the caſe; and various arts 
are uſed. to affect the hearts of the living with com- 
paſſion for the dead, and induce them to open their 
purſes for their relief. The preachers burn brim- ä 
ſtone in their pulpits to ſhew what kind of fire 1 
there is in purgatory; and pictures of the poor 
ſouls tormented there, are ſet up in their churches, 
while beggars are ſent about the ſtreets to beg mo- 
ney to pay for maſſes to be ſaid for the relief of the 
poor ſouls in purgatory: but all is a deluſion and 
a cheat, for thefe is no ſuch place. | 
Q. Do the Popiſh prieſts give the ſacrament to 
the ſick to preſerve them from the fire of purgatory ? 
A. They have two ſacraments which they admi- 
niſter to ſick perſons, viz. The Lord's Supper, and 
the Extreme Union ; but they do not pretend by 
theſe to ſave the beſt men from the fire of pergatory's 
for ſending perſons directly to heaven, would be 
ſpoiling their own trade, for they are to be pray ed 
out of purgatory, and theſe prayers are to be paid 
for. , | | . 
Q. How many ſacraments are there in the Church 
of Rome? _. | | | 
A. There are ſeven: 1, Baptiſm. 2. Confirma- 
tion. 3. Penance. 4. The Lord's Supper. 5. Ex- 
treme Unction. 6. Holy Orders. And 7. Matri- 
mony. TREF 
. And how many of theſe are continued in the 
Proteſtant Churches, - | 
A, Two; viz. Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper: 
the reſt are not properly called ſacraments ; the 
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giving them that name belongs to the Popiſk ſu- 

rſtition, 
' Q.' Are the ſacraments of Baptiſm and the Lord's 
Supper duly adminiſtered in the Church of Rome ? 
A. They are both moſt deploribly corrupted : 
the Lord's Supper is changed mto their abomina- 
ble and idolatrous maſs: and there is ſuch a mix- 
ture of ridiculous ceremonies in their Baptiſm, that 
no perſon would know it for Chriſt's Baptiſm, 

On what foundation does the Church of Rome 
introduce ſuch cuſtoms and practices, as have no 
command or example in the Word of God ? 

A. On the foundatlon of infallibility and tradi- 
tion, which two monſters have produced an enor- 
mous ſpawn of abſurd, ridiculous, and contempti - 
ble ceremonies, ſuch as baptizing of bells, holy 
water, chriſm, various conſecrations, kneelings, 
croſſings, kifling of books and altars, and a great 
deal more religious nonſenſe, too deſpicable to be 

mentioned, 


S E G FI 0: K. 
Of the Romi Priefls, Friars, Monks, Nuns, Sc. 


2. FF marriage eſteemed a ſacrament in the Church 
of Rome ? | 
A, It is; and what is very extraordinary, it is 
forbidden to their prieſts, | * 
2. Is marriage forbidden to any in the Scrip- 
tures ? ; | 
A. No: for it is expreſsly declared, that mar- 
riage is honorable in all, Heb. xiii. 4. and, certainly, 
if marriage is honorable in all, it can be no diſhonor 
to the prieſthood, | | 
Q. On what account do the Papiſts forbid the 
prieſts to marry ? | J 


C2 141 
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A. That they may be eſteemed as perſons of ſu · 
perior ſanCtity and holineſs, | | abit 
Q And are they ſuch ? | | wr. 
A, Very much the reverſe: for no body of men 
are more noted in hiſtory, for all kinds of lewdneſs 
and debauchery, than the Romiſh clergy. 
L. oo what pretence are they forbidden to - 


A. That they may be more at leiſure to attend 
to the duties of religion : but it is ſtrange that they 
ſhould eſteem a fingle life a mark of ſuperior ſanc- 
tity, when the great apoſtle Peter, from whom 
the Pope pretends to derive his prerogative, was a 
married man, Mark i. go. | ; 

Q. And do the Papiſts forbid marriage to any 
but their prieſts? _ yy; 

A. Various orders of monks, friars, and nuns, 
who are forbidden to marry, are eſtabliſhed in the 
Popiſh countries; where, under pretences of ſuperior 
ſanctity and retirement ſrom the world, they practiſe 
all kinds of lewdneſs and debauchery. 


8 K O T ION XI, 
Of the Hypocriſy of the Church of Rome. 


2 DR God require the heart in his ſervice; 
and does he abhor that religion, which 
conſiſts in outward forms only ? 

A. Yes: for his language is, My ſon, give me thy 
heart, Prov. xxiii. 26, And his great complaint of 
careleſs worſhippers is, that they draw near to him 
with their mouths, and honor him with their lips, 
whale their hearts are far from him, Iſa. xix. 13- 

Q. And is this the practice of the Papiſts ? 

A. It cannot be otherwiſe: for their prayers and 
their conſtant worſhip are in an unknown tongue. 
6 And do they expect that God will regard 

accept ſuch worſhip ? | 

' A. They 
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A. They are taught to believe, that there is a 
„ efficacy in ſaying their prayers: the 
number with them is of greater conſequence than 
the devout affections of the worſhipper: for they 
tell us, that “the words of prayer in the mouth of 
« him that prays, are like the words of a charmer, 
„ they prevail when they are not underſtood,” 

Q. But muſt not ſuch worſhippers be the abhor- 
rence of that God who requireth truth in the in- 
ward ow p Pſalm li. 6. 

A. That God who knoweth all things, who ſearch- 
eth the heart, and trieth the reins of the children of 
men, cannot be put off with ſham worſhip, or 

leaſed with the appearance of devotion, when the 
| £29 is unaffedel ; and he muſt certainly look 
down with abhorrence and contempt on all the ri- 
diculous trumpery which. the Papiits have ſubſti- 
tuted in the place of religion; | ; 

Q:-Is there any reſemblance between the conduct 
of the Phariſees of old, who are taxed by Chriſt as 
the moſt abominable hypocrites, and the ſuperiors 
of the Church of Rome ? 

A. There is a ſtrong and ſtriking reſemblance in 
many particulars, Firſt, the Phariſees were the 
great corrupters of the law of God — the Papiſts 
are the great corrupters of the goſpel of Chriſt, 
'Secondly, the Phariſees corrupted the law by their 
traditions—ſo do the Papiſts corrupt the goſpel by 
their traditions. Thirdly, the Phariſees had a 
greater eſteem for their traditions than for the law 
itſelf — and the Papiſts publiſh their traditions, 
while they conceal the Holy Scriptures. | 

Q. Are there any more points of reſemblance 
between the edles and the Papiſts d 

A. Yes: very many. The Phariſees made the 
greateſt ſhew of their religion, and a vaſt outſide 
appearance of devotion — ſo do the Papiſts. The 
Phariſees were ſcrupulous and exact in ſmall mat- 
ters; but ſcandalouſly careleſs and negligent in the 

a C 3 weightier 
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weightier matters of the law — ſo are the Papiſts. 
The Phariſecs depended on the-merit of their good 
Works for Juſtification — the Popiſh Doctrine of 
merit and ſupererogation is not only like to, but more 
than what the Phariſees pretend to, Ihe Phariſees, 
while they pretended to extraordinary ſanctity, 
holineſs, and purity of life, were privately guilty of 
lewdnels, debauchery, and the moſt ſcandalous and 
capital vices — and the world is very cenſorious, if 
this is not the general character and conduct of the 


Popiſh prieſts. 


3 E.C:T:10,.N I. 
- Of the Immorality of the Church of Rome. 
0. 2 God work by his holy ſpirit, a great 


and manifeſt change of heart and life 
in all who will be ſaved? 

A. Yes: for Eæcept àa man be born again, he can- 
not fee the kingdom of God, John iii. g. 

. And is there no way for a man to get to hea- 
ven without parting with his fins? 

A. No: for Chriſt hath expreſsly declared, that 
when he fits in judgment, his language to the 
wicked will be, Depart from me all ye workers of 
iniguity, Luke xiii. 27. 

L. Does the Church of Rome pretend to help her 
members to heaven, though they live the moſt 
wicked and abominable lives ? | 

A. Yes: for her dottrine is, that all who belong 
to her church are ſure of ſalvation, _ 

Q. And by what means does ſhe pretend to pro- 
cure the pafdon of their fins ? | 

A. By prieſtly abſolution : and penance, which 
ſhe puts hiſtead of repentance. | 
. And does not this method of ctr, give 
_ great encouragement to vice and immorality ? 


A. Moſt | 
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A. Moſt certainly: when perſons conceit they 
can be ſaved in their fins, and that doing penance 
will be accepted inſtead of repentance ; they need 
not trouble themſelves about the corre&nels of their 
morals, nor take pains to amend their lives, 

Q. Will the Popiſh prieſts abſolve thoſe perſons 
who have committed notorious and capital crimes? 

A. Ves: let the crime be ever ſo great, they 
may have ablolution, who have money to pay: nor 
is it to be wondered at, if perſons venture on the 
moſt horrid and abominable crimes, when they can 
get abſolution from a prieſt, and by that means 
* e they ſhall eſcape the righteous judgment 
of God, 


ROE N. r i OO 
"Of the various Arts uſed by the Papiſts to propagate 
their dangerous and deſtructive n 


0. O the * — take great pains to ſpread 
their doctrines amongſt the Proteſtants p 

A. Yes: like the Phariſees of old, they compaſs 
fea and land, to make one praſelyte, Matt. xxiii. 15, 
and it is well if ſome of their converts are not like 
thoſe whole characters are deſcribed in the latter 

art of the verſe, 

Q. And what are the arts by which they endea- 
vour to prevail on the ignorant and unwary ? 

A. In the firſt place, they know the force which 
early impreſhons have. on the mind ; and there- 
fore endeavour to inſtil their pernicious principles 
into the minds of youth; making uſe of all the 
winning arts of kindneſs, condeſcen ſion, and good- 
neſs, and all the ſoft inſinuating methods of per- 
ſuaſion and addreſs, If the parents of theſe chil- 
dren are poor, they relieve them with all the 
appearance of real affection, and the utmoſt oſten- 

| | tation 
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tation of benevolence, charity, and goodneſs ; they 
frequently diſtribute manuals and catechiſms among 
the poor, gratis; and, by theſe arts, lead too many 
into the crooked paths of ſuperſtition, | 

Q. And what are the reſt of their deceitful arts? 

A. Another of their arts is ſetting off their reli- 

ion as the moſt ancient, though their antiquity 
riſes no higher than times of great degeneracy and 
corruption; and pretending that the Proteſtant re- 
ligion is a novelty but lately introduced, though 
the Proteſtant Dottrines were taught by the apoſ- 
tles, and the Popiſh ſuperſtition was not known 
till three cede years after Chriſt, oo * 
But are not the Scriptures a ſure defence 
againſt the attacks of error and ſuperſtition ? 

A. To prevent the reading the Scriptures, in 
countries where they have not the authority to pro- 
hibit them, it is the conſtant care of the Papiſts to 
repreſent them as dark, doubtful, and myſterious : 
tending more to promote diviſion and diſſenſion, 
than to enlighten the mind, and fill it with hea- 
venly truth, | 

Q. And what other arts do they uſe, to keep man- 
kind in darkneſs, and ſpread their deſtructive 

ſuperſtition ? | 
A. They conſtantly endeavour to inſpire man- 
kind with an awful dread of enquiry; and would 
make them afraid to think, for fear they ſhould 
fall into hereſy; for they well know, that their 
abſurdities cannot be received by thoſe who make 
uſe of their reaſon ; and, therefore, affirm, . That 
having the leaſt ſcruple in their minds, concern- 
ing the truth of any of the Church's dictates, is a 
damnable fin: and thus, by keeping mankind in 
2 they impoſe what they pleaſe on their 

ief.“ | 
N. It is neceſſary to be informed of the deluſive 
arts of thofe who lie in wait to deceive; but have 
they any other than thoſe already mentioned 1 "+ | 
| , e 
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A. The grand deluſion by which they deceive, 
and pervert the minds of thouſands of poor people, 
is the pretence of a certainty of ſalvation to all in 
their Church, and a certainty of damnation to all 
the Proteitants. Nothing could be more fatally cal- 
culated to -ruin the ſouls of men, than ſuch a doc- 
trine as this; for men are ready to embrace any 
ſcheme of doctrine which will take them to heaven 
without parting with their fins, 4 

Q. This is a moſt deplorable deluſion indeed ; 
but what other deceitful arts do they practiſe ? 

A. They give on all occaſions a black and fright- 
ful account of the character of the Proteſtants, and 
load them. with all kinds of unjuſt reproach, while 
they paint their own clergy in the moſt amiable 
colours, and exhibit. them under the character of 
the greateſt of ſaints, and by that means would in- 
ſpire a veneration for them and their doctrines. 

Q. Many and various are their arts indeed; but 
what is their ſucceſs? | 

A. It. is to be lamented, that their ſucceſs is ſo 

reat ; and that unwary and unſtable minds are ſo 
oon perverted : but the Papiſts appear in 1 
and when told of their bloody, perſecuting ſpirit, 
they pretend, that Popery is entirely changed, and, 
inſtead of the fiery, blood thirſty Lend, which ſhe 
has always appeared, where ſhe had the power, ſhe 
is now become mild and gentle, fullof mercy, and 
* my reſpect advantageous and friendly to man- 
ind, . 

Q. And is it really the caſe that the Church of 
Rome is changed in her character and conduct. 
A. While the Church of Rome believes in the 

ſupremacy of the Pope, and profeſſes to pay an im- 
2 regard to his commands, it is ſurpriſing that 

e ſhould have the impudence to inſult the under- 
ſtanding of the Proteſtants with ſuch a pretence. 
To day the Pope commands peace and quietneſs, 
becaule they are moſt likely to anſwer his ends; 
| | ſhould 
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ſhould he to-morrow command bloodſhed and 
ſlaughter, where is the Papiſt who dares to diſobey ? 
Q. Is there no poſſibility that the Preteſtants 
ſhould enjoy their liberties under a Popiſh Govern- 
ment? | Ag 
A. It is abſolutely impoſſible according to the im- 
mutable nature of things, that liberty can ſubſiſt 
under the arbitrary ſway of any man or ſet of men 
on earth, much leſs under the dominion of the 
Church of Rome, who hath in all ages ſtood 
triunſphant over the natural rights of mankind, 
and marked her way with murder and blood. And 
it may as well be pretended. that ferperits will not 
bite, that ſwords and daggers will not wound, or 
that poiſon will not deſtroy, as that Popery can be 
mild and tame; for not life and death, light and 
darkneſs, or heaven and hell, are more eſſentially 
and eternally feparate than Popery and True Re- 


ligion, | 
$ECTION XIV. 


07 the Perſecuting Spirit and Infernal Crielty of the 
Q if 94115 ch of Rome, 


0. HY does the Church of Rome — 
her doctrines, and maintain her authority 
where ſhe has the power in her hands ? 

A. She impoſes her do&rines on mankind, in the 
moſt arbitrary, cruel, and tyrannical manner, pro- 
ceeding-to confiſcation of goods, excommunication, 
impriſonment, torture, and even death, with cir- 
cumſtances of the moſt horrid and infernal cruelty. 

D. Is it lawſul to impriſon and put perſons to 
death on account of their religious ſentiments ? 

A. The religion of Jeſus gives no man ſuch an 
authority: Chriſt is -the Prince of peace, and his 
kingdom is not to be ſupported by bloodſhed and 
{laughter : his goſpel was not propagated BY <1 

| | | word, 
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ſword, but by divine power, by mild perſuaſion, 

by ſolid argument, and by the force and beauty of 

truth; Job vi. 25. How forcible are right words | 

oes the Chriſtian religion allow toleration 

to all men to think and judge for themſelves in 

matters of opinion ? 
A. Every perſon hath a natural right to jud 

for himſelf; and no man hath authority to impoſe 

his own ſentiments on another: even the apoſtles _.' 

diſclaimed having dominion over the faith of their 

hearers, 2 Cor. i. 24. and without religious liberty 

there could be no real religion at all. | 

«ls L. Why then cannot the Papiſts be tolerated ? | | 
: A. Becauſe their doctrines, practices, and bloody, \ 
perſecuting ſpirit, the authority which ley aſſume, ' | 
and the unrighteous means which they ule to ſup- 
port it, are contrary to civil liberty, and cannot 
lubſiſt in a free country. 

. What evidences has the Church of Rome 
given of her bloody, perſecuting ſpirit ? 

A. In ſome countries where Popery is eſtabliſhed, - 
they have erected the moſt unfair, arbitrary, and 
cruel, tribunal, in the form of a ſpiritual court, 
which they call the Inquiſition; and perſons who 
are accuſed of diſſenting from them in opinion, are 
arreſted in the night, confined in the moſt diſmal 
dungeon, treated with the moſt horrid cruelty, 
and often put to death by the moſt excruciating 
tortures, = | | 6 

V. And when nations have. revolted from the 
dominion, and ſhook off the yoke of Rome, in 
what manner does ſhe proceed ? | 

A. By plots, aſſaſſinations, murders, maſſacres, 9 
and all the infernal fury of the moſt unbounded 
and wanton cruelty. Ten thouſand Proteſtants were 
maſſacred at Paris in three days: an horrid plot 
was formed by the Papiſts, in the reign of kin 
James, to blow up the king and parliament wit 
gunpowder ; and at one vaſt exploſion to put 5 

b : en 
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£3: ok to hs Proteſtant religion-in En gan | 
5 hundred pexſo ns wy burnt to dent he reign: £ 
dk Queen av es or no ather crime chan profeſ-:_ 
1 king the Proteſts 0 e of Which a full -ac- 
= . "count is given in the book of martyrs; and almoſt 
= ds hun red thouſand, Proteſtants Were murdefed- - 
| IS * in Ixeland, by the 'Papiſts, ig. the Wy king 


— . 


IV | Charſesthe rſt, 
* 8 wt And hath this been the cenſlant prafice of 
7 : e Whenever their r ath been 
* 7 The hiſtory of paſt ages gives us the hi belt 


> "1 508 to — 83 that Popery 1 is always the ame, 
6] 1.3 is e that Pope- Julius the ſecond, in the 
eats of his 9 — deſtroyed to hun- 


- + © tory, that Rome in the [ pace of forty years, by her 
3 5 perſecutions, deſtroyed t millicns of people; 
Aud from her idol atrous worſhip, deceitful 3 and 


* Rome is the great whore of Babylon, mentioned 
5 in the Revelation of St John—that ſhe-is the great 
c _ corrupter of che Chriſtian religwn—that by her 
_do&rine, the life, power, and ſpirituality. of the 
- goſpel are taken away y, and a * rel of Hestheniſn 
trumpery introduced in their ſtead that her vari- 


«x bod, and to delude and enflave the commo 
1 WW ſhe breathes nothing but 52 of 
h Jad Nlaughter, revenge and fury, againſt thoſe 


ab, and is, in every sf r rb . 


e wee 
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infernal cruelty, it is manifeſt; that the Church of 


# WG: _ » "diffent from ber—that ſhe encourages vice: and 
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